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SIR: 

Applicants acknowledge with appreciation the indication of allowability of the 
claimed invention. In response to the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance in the 
Notice of Allowance of November 12, 2009, Applicants respectfully submit the following 
comments. 

In the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance, page 2 of the Notice of 

Allowance states in part: 

"Claims 1, 3-7, 11, 19, 20 are allowed based on the following: 

The prior art of record considered individually or in combination, fails to 
fairly show or suggest an identification pattern generating unit, which generates 
identification patterns, including information concerning a storing place of the 
electronic file and information concerning a printing condition of the electronic file, 
based on the received printing request of the electronic file, the printing condition 
including at least one of a sheet size, a printing quantity, a black and white/color 
printing selection, a reduction ratio and a quantity of pages N, the quantity of pages N 
corresponding to the number of pages to be placed on a single page in N-up printing" 

Although the above comment appears to address Claim 1, it is respectfully noted that 
independent Claims 1 1 and 19 do not include the language recited above. For example, 
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Claim 1 1 bei ng directed to a printing method, does not include a reference to structure as may 

be implied and/or inferred by the examiner's statement. For example, the claim does not 

include a reference to "identification pattern generating unit". Claim 1 1 is patentable by 

virtue of the limitations recited therein rather than the structure of the apparatus. Claim 19 

does not include a reference to 

"the printing condition including at least one of a sheet size, a printing quantity, 
a black and white/color printing selection, a reduction ratio and a quantity of 
pages N, the quantity of pages N corresponding to the number of pages to be 
placed on a single page in N-up printing" 

Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that the above-quoted statement does not apply to 

Claims 1 1 and 19 to the extent the language used in the statement differs from the language 

of the claims. 
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